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General rules for ISO or IEC international third-party
certification schemes for products

0 Introduction

0.1 International certification schemes have an inherent possibility of reducing time and &
and reappraisal in each country.

0.2 Although this Guide addresses ISO or IEC certification schemes, it may als
schemes.

— the product in question;
— the practical needs for certification;
— the existing legal, financial, trade or other co

0.4 The question of whether the esta
suitable should also be considered. (

0.7 For each scheme ific Rules, which can vary from scheme to scheme, must be prepared. 1ISO/IEC Guide 28 gives
addition, further elements must be added to the rules of 1SO/IEC Guide 28 if the scheme is to be

0.8 There are essential principles which have to be followed if a scheme is to be established. These are outlined in clause 4.

0.9 In establishing a scheme, there are certain procedures which should be followed and these are outlined in clause 5.

1 Scope and field of application

This Guide applies to international certification schemes for determining conformity with product standards through initial testing and
assessment of a manufacturer’s quality system and its acceptance followed by surveillance that takes into account the manufacturer’s
quality system and the testing of samples from the factory and the open market!, They are operated in accordance with ISO/IEC
Guide 28 and placed under the authority of 1ISO or IEC. This Guide outlines general rules which parties interested in establishing an
ISO or IEC certification scheme should use in developing such schemes.

1) The certification system described in clause 1is identified in ISO/ITC booklet, Certification — Principles and practice, as System No. 5. This type
of certification system was chosen because it is the most comprehensive and includes information on elements that may be found in other systems.
This Guide may thus serve as a basis for the development of other systems.
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